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always either the cross Henry (as on the last Henry VI
groat) or a plain cross such as we find on the latest half-
groats which we have of Henry VI with the saltire cross
on the breast. The most curious feature of these early
coins of Edward IV, and one which indicates the hurried-
ness and inattention with which they were undertaken,
is the continuation of the special badge or mark of
Henry VI, in the lys on the neck, which we only find on
his groats, but which is extended to every denomination
of the first coins of Edward IV. The groats of this issue
were rare previous to the great find of groats at Stamford
in October, 1866; but have been less so since, as the hoard
included a considerable number of them in very fine
condition They read, eCDWTTEB PI (or DQCI) 6B7Y K6CX
7mGLI$. FETmCC, or 7IRGLI FBTmd omitting the $ which
is usually the reading on the latest groats of Henry VI.
The half-groats are very much rarer than the groats, and,
in fact, very few are known. They occur with both the
plain cross and the cross fleury mint-marks The penny
of this coinage was until recently thought to be unknown,
although an unmistakable specimen is described in the
Cuff Catalogue (lot 902), but without any remark, and
what is probably the same coin subsequently appears in
the Catalogue of the collection of the Eev. E. J. Shepherd
(lot 183), but is there described as of the light coinage,
although the lys on the neck is specially mentioned.
This coin next appeared at the sale of the Brown
Collection, and subsequently was exhibited at a meeting
of our Society by Mr. L. A. Lawrence. Its weight is
12 grains. It is now in the cabinet of Mr. Bernard Both.
It reads, ODWT^BD x E6CX O TTRGL <> FB7T, and has a lys
on the breast and a pellet on each side of the king's
crown. Another specimen, exactly similar, but weighing
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